
Creativity is at the core of reading and writing, at the heart of speaking and 
listening. So our range of Creative Literacy programmes offers KS3 and 4 
students opportunities to explore and experiment with words in different contexts. 
Experiential, exciting and empowering, our imaginative approaches harness tried 
and trusted approaches from the worlds of drama, visual art and creative writing. 
Approaches specifically developed to support young people in developing their 
reading and writing skills – and to boost motivation, build on existing knowledge and 
enhance progression.

CREATIVE LITERACy  
WoRkshops

Get in touch
To find out more or to book a workshop  

please contact us on 0151 708 8886  
or email info@as-creatives.com  

You can also visit our website at www.as-creatives.com



“Soundscape Poetry 
was pitched really 
cleverly, great ideas 
were teased out of 
the kids without 
making them feel 
uncomfortable” 

Gidted and Talented 
Co-ordinator

 Parklands High 
School

CREATIVE LITERACy WoRkshops
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soundscape poetry

Soundscape Poetry has always been one of the most 
popular workshops, as it engages students in creating their 
own poems –  with content that’s closely linked to texts 
they’re exploring in class!

Those students who said they don’t like poetry will be 
writing furiously at the end of this magical workshop. 
Realising the power of “sound”, they’ll design and perform 
contrasting soundscapes on a text or theme of your choice 
– then be guided through a structure that will help them 
create poems that tell both individual and collective stories.

Longer workshops will see them gaining experience in 
presentation skills as we support them in exploring the 
most effective ways to deliver their poems vocally.

Exploring (according to age): onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
descriptive writing, contrasts, rhythm, tone, pace.

Duration:  Soundscape Poetry is suitable for up to 30 
students at a time and, depending on how many classes 
you’d like us to work with, lasts between 1½ and 2½ hours.



Creating Graphic Novels

The success of graphic novels lies in their focus on character 
and adherence to story structures. Our interactive drawing-
based workshops led by professional illustrators, see 
students creating characters then experimenting by placing 
them in different situations. Once they’re evaluated how 
successful their narratives are, they’ll be supported in 
creating their own graphic strips.

Focusing on humour in stories and illustrations, this session 
will see students exploring such themes as:

•	 What makes a funny and memorable character?
•	 How can this character be brought to life through 

illustration?
•	 How can page design help to tell a story?

Exploring (according to age): character development, 
narrative structure, cause and effect, exploring ideas for 
different purposes.

Duration: 1½ – 2 hours , depending on how many classes.
 

personification poetry

What would the world look like from the point of view of a 
withered tree on the Somme in World War I? How would it sound 
to the tree in which Scout, Jem and Dill hide their treasures in “To 
Kill a Mockingbird”? What would be the memories of Mount Etna? 
And what might the clock on your classroom wall dream of as it 
gazes down on all the learning below? This highly imaginative 
and interactive workshop allows students to harvest the fruits 
of both their own and their classmates’ imaginations as they 
explore notions of empathy to construct some uniquely moving 
poetry. Longer workshops will see them gaining experience in 
presentation skills as we support them in exploring the most 
effective ways to deliver their poems vocally.

Exploring (according to age): empathy, personification, subtext, 
descriptive writing, contrasts, rhythm, tone, pace.

Duration: 1½ - 2½ hours, depending on how many classes.
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“I was impressed by as creatives’ novel approaches to 
storyboarding – this is definitely something I will consider 
for my lessons!” 

English Teacher, Haydock Sports College
” 



spotlight on shakespeare 

With William Shakespeare firmly back on the curriculum, our 
highly active and experiential drama workshops are all delivered 
by professional theatre practitioners. From workshops designed 
to introduce a group to a particular play for the first time to those 
developed to build on prior knowledge and understanding, our 
programmes all give pupils a uniquely “actor’s eye view” of the 
text – and we certainly don’t shy away from the verse! Choose 
from …

Stage Your Own Shakespeare: one of our professional theatre 
practitioners will bring our specially abridged “Forty Five Minute 
Macbeth” and spend a day directing your pupils as they rehearse 
it. By the end of the day they’ll have explored all the characters, 
mastered the verse and learnt the moves!

Speeded-Up Shakespeare: exploring the narrative of a whole play 
– in as little as an hour!

Shaking Up Shakespeare: wielding the power of metaphor by 
relocating Shakespeare’s narratives to well known 21st century 
television shows!

Snippets of Shakespeare: developed directly from the 
Shakespearean tradition of actors using cue cards, and allowing 
children to perform iambic pentameter with confidence and élan!

Seven Ages of Shakespeare: creating and voicing puppets to 
develop unique performances of Jacques’ famous “All the world’s 
a stage!” 

Exploring depending on age, focus and time): backstories, 
narrative structure, characterisation, cause and effect, simple 
stagecraft, the roles of verse and prose, iambic pentameter, the 
power of metaphor, theatre history, “hidden stage directions”, 
Shakespearean conventions.

Duration: 1 hour – 1 day, depending on focus and number of 
classes.

“Lots of great ideas that I can 

apply to my GCSE teaching – and 

loads of accessible and fun ways 

of introducing Shakespeare to 

lower school classes too!” 

English Teacher, Fazakerley 
High
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Rehearsal MasterClass: an opportunity for up to 180 
students to influence and take part in a focused MasterClass 
on selected scenes from a text of your choice. Working with 
a professional actor and two professional actors, they’ll 
experience the rehearsal process that normally goes on 
behind the scenes, piecing a piece of theatre from start 
to finish by experimenting with text and making informed 
decisions. The MasterClass is then followed by a number of 
workshops, each for up to 30 students, and each harnessing 
the techniques the young people have just experienced to 
exploring another scene or scenes.

Exploring: character, motivation, narrative structure, cause 
and effect, close textual reading, stagecraft, the role of the 
director, potential of set, lighting and sound.

Duration: 1 day.

From page to stage

It’s not just with Shakespeare where you and your students can 
benefit from the input and experience of our team of professional 
theatre practitioners – as we’re able to take any text from Play to 
Stage. And, as always, we have different options to suit different 
needs …

Closing in on Character: an active and experiential drama 
workshop introducing your students to some of the techniques 
that actors and directors use to explore fictional characters, why 
they do what they do – and how they interact with others. And, as 
with all theatre, absolutely everything is informed by the text!

Exploring: character, motivation, cause and effect, close textual 
reading, simple stagecraft.

Duration: 1 – 2½ hours, depending on the number of classes.
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“A fantastic experience for the 

students and the staff present. 

Your team added depth and fun to 

our Reading Week – and adds the 

perfect touch to the activities I 

plan and implement!” 

English Teacher, Archbishop Beck 
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The World of Books

With its clear focus on narrative structure, drama provides 
an excellent way of engaging students in storytelling and 
the World of Books. After warming up with some innovative 
theatre games, these workshops challenge students to plan, 
prepare, perform and peer review short dramas. And, in a 
twist, their dramas must incorporate a number of specific 
features – all selected at random!

These workshops offer students structured opportunities to:

•	 Create, adapt and sustain different roles, individually and in 
groups;

•	 Use character, action and narrative to convey story, themes 
emotions and ideas in plays they devise and script;

•	 Make connections between different parts of a text – for 
example, how stories begin and end, what has been included 
and what has omitted. 

Duration: 1½ - 2½ hours, depending on how many classes.

Reading Between the Lines 

From info-graphics, to films to computer games, we all “read” all 
the time, of course – but many reluctant readers don’t actually 
realise this. Specifically designed to support students in making 
connections between different ways of “reading”, this fun and 
busy workshop sees them working in small teams to help out in 
a time of national emergency – because a briefcase containing 
some Top Secret plans was stolen while its owner was on the 
8.42 to Little Padworth. The only clues to the identity of the thief 
are to be found in a pile of old train and bus tickets, newspaper 
cuttings and faded photographs. If “read” correctly, however, 
they’ll allow the pupils to discover who took the plans and why – 
and where they are now.

Exploring: generic and transferable “reading” skills; the roles of 
speculation, inference and deduction in reading.

Duration: 1½ - 2½ hours, depending on how many classes.
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“The pupils have had a fantastic time – and I know we’ll 
get some brilliant writing out of this!” 

Teacher, Dallam High School


